
 
 
Public Comments to the Environmental Quality Board on the DEP’s proposed Carbon Regulations 
 
Dear Secretary  Patrick McDonnell:  
 
The undersigned business, environmental, consumer, educational and faith organizations and 
individuals submit these joint comments in support of the PA Department of Environmental Protection’s 
regulations on a statewide carbon market. 
 
The Pennsylvania Environmental Rights Amendment requires action to reduce climate disruption.        
Joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) is one of the many necessary steps.  The 
Pennsylvania Air Pollution Control Act specifically authorizes DEP to join in cooperative interstate 
arrangements, such as RGGI, that depend on voluntary joint action.  The Act further authorizes the 
regulations.  Putting revenues into the Air Pollution Fund is authorized, necessary and beneficial to 
Pennsylvania’s economy and job growth. 
 
We strongly support the adoption of a carbon market in Pennsylvania and endorse Governor Wolf’s 
decision to participate in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), the nation’s oldest carbon 
market.  It is clear from the recent Acadia report that if we adopt the proposed regulations, our carbon 
market has the potential to be extremely beneficial to all Pennsylvanians.  Properly structured, 
Pennsylvania’s carbon market can: 
 

• Lower greenhouse gas emissions significantly and steadily, reducing air pollution statewide and 
helping to mitigate climate change 

• Create jobs statewide;  DEP estimates that 27,000 net new jobs will be created statewide by 
2030.  Job creation is absolutely critical as unemployment now stands above 13% in PA. 

• Grow the economy statewide;  Gross state product will increase by at least $1.9 Billion by 
2030.  Economic recovery from the pandemic is urgent.  Given the dramatic reduction in tax 
revenues, we must grow the economy in a sustainable way that does not depend on public 
funding. 

• Improve public health; RGGI will save at least 639 lives and provide $6.3 billion in 
improvements to the health of Pennsylvanians by 2030, by reducing the severity of asthma, 
other respiratory disease, heart disease and many other health problems caused and 
exacerbated by air pollution and climate change.  

• Lower energy costs and save the average Pennsylvanian money through the extensive 
investment in energy efficiency statewide. 

 
RGGI harnesses market forces to reduce carbon emissions as cost effectively as possible.  Its cap and 
invest structure and the anticipated investment of auction allowance proceeds in energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, clean transportation, carbon sequestration and other carbon mitigation efforts will 
enable PA to accomplish a number of additional goals: 
 

1. It will insure that we meet the target of lowering emissions by at least 3% each year.   
2. PA will do so at the lowest possible price.  Carbon markets have been shown to reduce energy 

prices in RGGI states more significantly than in non-RGGI states. 



3. Carbon sequestration in soil and the expansion of solar energy will help to save family farms by 
providing new cash crops.  

4. PA will be able to relieve some of the energy burden on low and low moderate income 
households by improving the energy efficiency of homes statewide. 

5. PA will be able to support a just transition for workers in fossil fuel industries. 
 

A number of recent polls have shown that Pennsylvanians overwhelmingly support immediate action to 
reduce air pollution and increase the percentage of clean energy production in the Keystone State.  The 
Yale Climate Nexus poll found that 80% of Pennsylvanians support regulation of CO2 emissions and 72% 
specifically support RGGI. The Susquehanna Polling and Research survey found strong bipartisan support 
for solar energy statewide. 
 
We strongly urge the Environmental Quality Board to approve the DEP regulations expeditiously in order 
to implement Pennsylvania’s carbon market in a timely manner.  As climate change, high 
unemployment, structural job loss caused by the pandemic, and a public health crisis continue to bear 
down on Pennsylvania,  time is of the essence. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Liz Robinson Philadelphia, Pa.  19128 

Bruce Birchard Glen Mills, PA, 19342 

Stephen Loughin Bala Cynwyd PA 19004-3014 

Pamela Haines Philadelphia, PA. 19143 

Rita Varley 
 
Philadelphia, PA  19154 

David Dreilinger Philadelphia PA 19146 

Steve Clark Havertown pa 19083 

George Salloom Drexel Hill PA 19026  

Edwin Dreby Secane PA 19018 

Richard Whiteford West Chester, PA 19382 

Deb Wood West Chester, PA 19380 

Bryn Hammarstrom Middlbty. Cntr., Penna.16935 

Mary Gilbert  Arlington, MA   02474 

Howard Mathues Drexel Hill PA 19026 

Mary Hanisch  Quakertown.  PA 

Ann Quinn Lambertville NJ 08530 

Taylor Lamborn Reading, PA  19607 

Douglas and Laurel Costa Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 

Dana Reinhold  Philadelphia, PA 19130 

Gary Johnson   Kennett Square, PA19348 

Jorge Arauz  53521 

Willard Richan 19013 

Maia Ostrom 
 
Ardmore, PA 19003 



Norman Janes Drexel Hill, PA 19026 

Robert F. Holden Steelmantown, NJ 08270 

Carolyn McCoy Philadelphia PA 19143 

Laurence Mutti Alexandria, PA 16611 

Gibbs, Nancy Paoli, PA 19301 

Terence Hauger  

Teresa Caruthers Ephrata, PA 17522 

Laurence Mutti  Alexandria, PA 16611 

Cindy Hauger  Philadelphia PA 19151 

Sibelan Forrester Morton, PA. 19070-1911 

Betsy Crofts Southampton PA 18966 

Maria Cattell Millersville PA 17551 

Rhonda Keller  Willow Street, PA 17584 

Bruce Birchard Glen Mills, PA, 19342 

Anna Smukler  Ardmore, PA 19003 

Ellen Deacon 19118 

Laurence Mutti  Alexandria, PA 16611 

Frank Barch MD 19027 

Laura B Laky  Glen Mills, PA 19342 

JoAnn Seaver Philadelphia, PA 19119 

Ellen Sleeter  Philly  19144 

Gabbreell James  Philadelphia 

David and Leslie Leonard  Kennett Square, PA 19380 

Valerie KeppleyHood  19129 

William W Van Stone 
625 Burnham Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 

Mona C CARDELL Newtown Square, PA 19073 

Rosemary K Coffey Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

Bill Sanderson Philadelphia PA 19143 

Cheryl Shipman 19119 

Ann Buki Exton 19341 

Jean Gajary  Philadelphia, PA 19119 

Madeleine Babette Jenny coatesville pa 19320 

Marcelle Martin Chester PA 19013 

Kevin Fay Coatesville, PA, 19320 

Barbara Benton Swarthmore, PA 19081 

Jonathan Snipes  Morrisville, PA  19067 

Jutta Rosenthal  Kennett Square, PA 19348 

Elinor Grassie Fay 19320 

Florence Tumasz  Philadelphia, PA 19150 

Carlie Numi  Kennett Square, PA 19348 



Nancy Hoffmann  Bryn Mawr, PA 

Hollister Knowlton Philadelphia, PA 19118-3315 

Cathleen Meleney Coe Philadelphia PA 19119 

stephen ratcliffe Philadelphia, PA 19119 

Sandra M. Rodriguez Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Kate deRiel 19083 

Barbara Montabana  Aldan, PA  19018 

Barbara Day-Hickman  

Sue Wasserkrug  Phila PA 19144 

Jack Malinowski  

Marlena Santoyo  Philadelphia, PA 19119 

Sallie Jones  

Jacquelyn A Bonomo 16851 

Molly Hicks  Ardmore, PA 19003 

Susan Christian 19144 

Peggy Worthington Melrose Park, PA 19027 

Rebecca Misangyi state College, PA 16801 

Jean Warrington Philadelphia PA 19143 

MaryAnne Hunter  Phila PA 19106 

Eileen Flanagan  Philadelphia, PA 19129 

Linda Page Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 

Stephen Page  Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 

Mary Anne Hunter 19106 

Greta Hudak  Glen Mills, PA  19342 

Dorothy Jane Habecker  Centre Hall, PA 16828 

Charles Cherry  newtown square, pa 19073 

Kelly Johnson  Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868 

Lisa Gamble  State College, PA 16801 

Jonathan Ogle Lansdowne, PA 19050 

Burt E Dallas 19128 

James Lockard  York PA 17402 

Richard Aldred  Glen Mills, PA 19342 

Richard Hoffmann 19063 

Sue Gordon  Aston, PA   19014 

Michael Homans  Wayne, PA 19087 

Jerilynn Radcliffe 19010 

Patricia Higgins  Narberth, Pa 19072 

Ruth Darlington Medford, NJ 08055 

Neil Hoffmann Bryn Mawr,  PA 19010 

Elizabeth Hoffmann  Havertown, PA 19083 

Jolley Bruce Christman  Philadelphia PA 19103 



Joan tarka  havertown pa 19083 

John S Custer 19073 

Kathieen Harr  Langhorne, PA 19047 

Margaret Donohue Bethlehem PA 18017 

Shirley Mast  Lancaster, Pa  17602 

Leslie D Dallas Philadelphia, PA 19128 

Melisa Romano havertown Pa 19083 

Amy Tecosky-Feldman 19072 

Emily Davis  Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Timothy M Beckham  Erdenheim, PA 19038 

Jennifer Hunsinger 17820 

Marianna Wood Orangeville PA 17859 

Athena Bauerle  Philadelphia 

James S Baldassarre 18901 

Melvin Endy   Bloomsburg, PA   17815-8553 

 
 
 


